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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ON PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Hhavrxe been a subscriber to the “ Gospel Advocate,” from its first 
publication, 1 have with some degree of anxiety expected to find some 
communications from you, Mr. Editor, or some one of the ‘society 
of gentlemen,” on the very important subject of prayer meetings in 
the Episcopal church. In the number for September, the subject is 
introduced in a sermon from James iii. 1. The reverend author of 
that discourse, having written with some severity against prayer meet- 
ings in general, and suggested some apprehensions respecting their 
improper introduction into some parishes among the members of our 
communion, I have waited the publication of the two following 
numbers, presuming some one of the readers of the Advocate, more 
capable than myself, would take up the subject, and fully state his 
opinion, and those of the good and the wise, who have written on the 
subject, in favour, or in opposition, to a practice which has been so 
long prevalent among our brethren of other denominations. 

In my opinion, these meetings are of vital importance to the prose 
perity of our church, and the spiritual growth and improvement of 
its members. 

I therefore take the liberty respectfully to notice a few of the 
remarks made by the reverend gentleman, give some scriptural refer- 
ences, and state some facts ; boping to remove some of Avs prejudices 
and those of many pious churchmen, against prayer meetings in gen- 
eral, and those of the Episcopal church in particular ; where laymen 
are permitted to take a part in exhortation and prayer. 

In page 271, the writer of the discourse finds it necessary, to “ re- 
strain and discountenance the pride of individual opinion, or the 
excessive ardour of individual feeling and persuasion in religious 
things, which would lead men, with little opportunity of qualification 
for such an office, to affect to be teachers of their brethren.” In page 
272, he speaks of those who ‘distract the minds of the weak, and 
infringe the right order of the Church ;”’ of a “ rash and unauthotized 
assumption” of the ministerial officé ; of those ‘* who take upon them- 
selves to regulate the opinions, and authoritatively influence the ac- 
tions of their fellow men, in things of sacred and eternal import ;”* 
of the ‘ magisterial attitude too often taken,” &c.; of him who is: 
governed by “ spiritual pride,” and of those who are governed * by 
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some unaccountable delusion of their own evil heart ;’’ of those who as- 
sume ‘* the office of censors and guides of others in religious things,” &c. 

With great deference to the unknown author of the above quota- 
tions, and to the clerical office, I respectfully request him to explain 
these ‘* hard sayings,” and inform your readers, among what order of 
Christians these excessively ardent feelings, this impropriety of con- 
duct, have taken place: if in our Church, in what diocese. 

The writer of this communication has heard of no want of * order 
and decency” in any of the numerous prayer meetings held in many 
of our parishes, in this and other states ; has never heard of any lay- 
man that dare “‘ rashly” usurp the “sacred office,” or its privileges, or 
** infringe the right order of the church,” or become ‘ censors and 
guides of others in religious things.” Where such characters exist, 
they are despised by all Christians. There are many who “ let their 
brethren have their prayers and their counsel seasonably,’’ and in the 
spirit of meekness and fear.”’ It is much tobe feared, some laymen, 
and clergymen too, are under the influence of ‘ spiritual pride,” and 
hardly know ‘‘of what spirit they are of.” The ministerial office is 
of great respectability and immense accountability. The ministers 
of the gospel have a great work given them by the great Head of 
the church to perform. Christian laymen have also many duties to 
perform to their God, their neighbour, and themselves. There is 
abundant authority in the Old and New Testament for lay exhortations. 
I shall only refer to Malachi iii. 16, and Heb. iii. 13. The command 
to exhort, admonish, and reprove, isimperative and binding upon all 
Christians. 

You will now, Mr. Editor, permit me to state to you some facts 
within my own knowledge, respecting Episcopal prayer meetings in 
this state, (Rhode Island,) in all the parishes where they have been, or 
are now established ; and that includes all, except a very small one. 

In one large parish, meetings are held, statedly, on Sunday and 
Friday evenings, with the consent or approbation of the rector, 
always conducted by a discreet and pious lay communicant, where 
psalms or hymns are sung, and a regular evening service performed 
from our Book of Common Prayer, and a sermon read. In three other 
parishes, it has been the practice to hold prayer meetings on Sun- 
day evenings, when the church is not open for publick worship, and 
on a week-day evening, when a clergyman, or candidate for orders, 
conducts them ; which commence,by singing a portion of our psalms 
or hymns, or occasionally with a hymn composed by Watts, Dod- 
dridge, Cowper, Newton, or Steele ; then follows, invariably, a selec- 
tion of our sober and scriptural prayers from our excellent liturgy ; 
singing again; then a chapter is read from the bible ; after which, prac- 
tical observations are made on that or some other part of scripture, 
or general exhortations, by the clergyman present, or by such pious 
laymen as are previously approved of by him, according to their 
ifts and abilities, (sometimes a sermon is read and no exhortation 
made,) after the meetings have been open about an hour, or hour and 
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a quarter, they are closed by extemporary prayer by a clergyman or 
layman, singing and the benediction. In one parish, some pious fe- 
males have formed a prayer society, with the concurrence of the 
rector. They meet once a week for social worship by themselves, 
and spend the time in singing, prayer, reading the scriptures, and in 
religious conversation. 

All these meetings are conducted with solemnity, the strictest at- 
tention to propriety, with “ decency, and in order.” No enthusiastick 
zeal, or excessive ardency of individual feeling, have been discovered, 
but great seriousness and devotional attention. Laymen never at- 
tempt to expound or explain scripture, but their addresses have been 
of a practical nature altogether, directed to the hearts and conscien- 
ces of their brethren, and are calculated, with the blessing of God, 
to build up the Christian in the most holy faith, to comfort, encourage, 
and help each other on in their Christian race and warfare, to alarm 
the impenitent and the formal professor, to hold up the way of salva- 
tion by the merits and atonement of a crucified Saviour, to enforce 
the necessity of “‘ repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ of being ‘ born of water and of the Spirit,’”’ of holi- 
ness of heart and life, of watchfulness, and prayer for the constant 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, and the necessity of possessing that 
holiness and that true and living faith, which produces the fruit of 
good works, without which ‘it is impossible to please God,” or be 
accepted of him. 

These meetings have been a powerful means of grace—bave been 
owned and blessed by the great Head of the church, and have been 
‘tthe power of God unto salvation”’ to many who were “dead in trespas- 
ses and sins,” and are now spiritual members of Christ’s spiritual body, 
the church. Some others, who were depending upon the ‘‘ outward 
and visible sign,’’ and had not felt the “inward and spiritual grace,” 
have had the eyes of their understandings opened, and eventually been 
“ brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.” The ex- 
hortations of weak Jaymen, who possess only one talent, have caused 
serious and lasting impressions on the minds of many, who afterwards 
received the good seed of a preached gospel, into ‘‘ good and honest 
hearts,” and became “ new creatures in Christ Jesus.” Many per- 
sons, after attending prayer meetings, have called on their ministers, in- 
quiring the way to Zion with ‘ broken and contrite hearts.” There are 
hundreds who will bless God while they live in this vale of misery, 
and to the endless ages of eternity, for this means of grace. Itis a fact 
that those persons who approve of prayer meetings and attend them, are 
generally found in their stats at church, and those who are communi- 
cants on their KNEES at the altar. Unfavourable weather does not pre- 
vent their attendance in God’s holy temple. Prayer meetings are con- 
sidered by many pious members of*our communion, as nurseries to the 
Church, and as having a tendency to keep up the life and spirit of our 
holy religion in the hearts of its professors. Can there be a more 
interesting spectacle, than to see a clergyman, with his pious flock, 
and other serious persons of his congregation, met together as one 
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family, in a social prayer meeting? Here may be felt the real “ com- 
munion of saints,’”? and also communion with the “ Father of our 
spirits, and God of all comfort!” Angels might look on a scene like 
the following, with approbation—Our pious and venerable bishop, 
seated in the midst of his people in a social meeting, leading their 
devotions in prayer, reading a portion of scripture and commenting 
on it, or exhorting them with apostolical meekness—hearing the ob- 
servations of his lay brethren, uniting with them in a hymn of praise, 
in solemn and extemporary prayer at the close of their interview, and 
giving them his final benediction. 

The opposers of prayer meetings in our Church have said, that 
publick worship on Sunday is sufficient, or at most in some large sea- 
ports, to have prayers read in the churches, on Wednesdays and Fri- 
days. It is a well-known fact, that very few attend on these latter 
services. We are commanded to “ pray without ceasing,”’ and * not 
to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is.”?. But 1 have already lengthened out this communication further 
than [ intended, and have given a few desultory thoughts on the sub- 
ject of Episcopal prayer meetings, and now leave it to some abler pen. 

AN EPISCOPAL LAYMAN, 





Our correspondent seems to have been disappointed at not having 
received from us some communications on the very important sub- 
ject of prayer meetings in the Episcopal church. Had we entertained 
the idea that our Church was in any degree deficient in her offices of 
devotion, or in the provision she has made for the edification of her 
members, we should certainly have deemed it an important subject of 
discussion, and should consider ourselves deserving of reproof for 
having neglected it so long. But, conscious, as we are, of our own 
low attainments in Christianity, and, lamenting, as we do, the want of 
a more devotional spirit in our brethren, we dare not cast the blame 
upon the Church to which we belong. Should any of her members 
finally perish, through lack of knowledge, or, from any other cause, 
fall short of that rest which remains for the people of God, it will 
not be because she has withheld from them the bread of life, or refus- 
ed to guide them into the paths of righteousness. Were we faithful 
in following her instructions ; would we cherish the pure and fervent 
devotion which she breathes throughout her admirable liturgy, we 
could not fail in attaining, through the blessing of her divine Head, 
a meetness for the kingdom of heaven. Among the spirits of just 
men made perfect, there are not a few, we trust, who have risen to 
their exalted rank and felicity, through the instrumentality of her 
services. 

But, in the opinion of our correSpondent, prayer meetings ‘‘ are of 
vital importance to the prosperity of our Church, and the spiritual 
growth and improvement of its members.’ And has the Church made 
no provision for these meetings? Are not all her meetings for the 
purpose of prayer? For what do we assemble and meet together 

















at her stated seasons of worship, but ‘humbly to acknowledge our 
sins before God, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have 
received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his 
most holy word, and to ask those things which are requisite and ne- 
cessary, as well for the body as the soul?”” To aid us inthis sublime 
employment, she has furnished us with forms of devotion admirably 
adapted to our spiritual wants and necessities, expressive of every 
sentiment and feeling that can enter into the character of a true 
worshipper; forms ‘so judiciously contrived, that the wisest may 
exercise at once their knowledge and devotion; and yet so plain, 
that the most ignorant may pray with understanding: so full that 
nothing is omitted which is fit to be asked in publick; and so par- 
ticular, that they comprise most things which we would ask in pri- 
vate ; and yet so short as not to tire any that hath true devotion.” 
We think, with our correspondent, that ‘ these meetings are of vital 
importance to the prosperity of our Church, and the spiritual growth 
and improvement of its members.” Will it be said, that the stated 
seasons of worship in the Church do not occur sufficiently often, that 
more frequent meetings for prayer are necessary to the maintenance 
of true piety and devotion? We ask, in reply, is not the service of 
the church a daily service? Is it not entitled ‘* The Order for Daily 
Morning and Evening Prayer?” ‘The service, it is true, is not, we 
believe, in any of our churches, publickly celebrated every cay ; and 
we lament, that when it is celebrated on other days than Sundays, 
so few can be prevailed on to attend. Could the members of our 
communion be persuaded constantly to attend the worship of the 
Church, morning and evening, on Sundays, to observe all festivals 
and fasts, and the saints’ days throughout the year; would they 
bring to these services, what is indispensably requisite to reader them 
acceptable worshippers, ‘‘ an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart,’’ we should be disposed to question the expediency or utility 
of appropriating any other seasons to the purposes of pubkck devo- 
tion. They might then be said, in the true sense of scrpture, to 
pray without ceasing, to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The remainder of their time would be more appropriately and use- 
fully employed in private devotion, in studying the scriptures, in self- 
examination, instructing the young, relieving the distressed, and in 
discharging the various duties of their respective stations and callings. 
It should be remembered that the great object of devotion is to fit us 
for the active duties of life, to obtain those supplies of divine grace 
which are requisite to enable us “to do justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with our God,’’ to “ perfect holiness in the fear of the 
Lord.” We should measure our progress in Christian attainments, not 
by the length or frequency of our prayers, but by our conquests over 
sin, and by our love and practice of universal obedience. ‘+ Not 
every one,’’ says the Saviour, “ that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.” We must live, as well as speak tae praises 
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of God, if we would “see the good of his chosen, rejoice in the glad- 
ness of his nation, and glory with his inheritance.” 

But our correspondent pleads for prayer meetings in the Church, 
‘where laymen are permitted to take a part in exhortation and 
prayer,’ and gives us an account of several such meetings, and of their 
beneficial effects in the state of Rhode Island. The propriety and 
utility of the practice he advocates, in itself considered, and under 
existing circumstances, we are by no means disposed to question. 
Nor, in our apprehension, were the passages which he quotes from a 
former number of our work, intended to condemn this practice, but 
to censure certain irregularities and abuses to which it had given rise. 
On this subject, we agree in sentiment with the pious Mr. Nelson, 
when, speakmmg of similar societies in the Church of England, he says, 
‘** While they pay that deference they profess to their parochial min- 
isters, and are ready to be governed by their directions, and are 
willing to submit their rules and orders to the judgment of the rev- 
erend clergy; I cannot apprehend but that they must be very ser- 
viceable to the interests of religion, and may contribute very much 
to revive that true spirit of Christianity, which was so much the glory 
of the primitive times. And I see no reason why men may not meet 
and consult together, to improve one another in Christian knowledge, 
and by mutual advice take measures how best to further their own 
salvation, as well as promote that of their neighbours; when the same 
liberty is taken for the improvement of trade, and for carrying on the 
pleasuses and diversions ot life.” 

With tegard to the manner of conducting these meetings we feel a 
decided preference for an undeviating adherence, in the devotional 
exercises. to the prescribed forms of the Church. These forms are 
equally idapted to all occasions of publick and social prayer; and 
we can conceive of no reason for departing from the liturgy in any 
instance, which would not equally justify its entire exclusion. To 
commence with selections from the liturgy and.close with extempore 
prayers, as is the practice in Rhode Island, appears to us to bear a 
near resemblance to the inconsistency charged by the Apostle upon the 
Galatians, who, having begun in the spirit, sought to be made perfect 
by the fiesh. With whatever approbation angels may have looked 
down on the scene described by our correspondent, we apprehend 
their approbation would not have been lessened, had a judicious se- 
lection from the collects occupied the place of the concluding extem- 
pore effusion. To say nothing of the numerous, and, in our opinion, 
unanswemble arguments in favour of precomposed forms, in om 
for the purpose of publick or social worship, we presume no layman, 
nor even clergyman of the Church, who regards his reputation for 
modesty and humility, will hazard the assertion, that he can offer a 
better prayer, or one more adapted to the occasion, than can be found 
in the Prayer Book ; and yet this is the language of his conduct, as 
often as he substitutes his extemporaneous performances for the pro- 
visions of this incomparable directory. ‘* A church, which adopts a 
fixed liturgy,” says a late writer, “acts upon a sound, and therefore 
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a philosophical, view of human nature. The principle which leads 
her to this choice is, that ordinary men = such in the nature of 
things the greater number of every body of clergy must be) are not 
to be trusted with the uncontrolled conduct of the highest part of the 
services of the Christian church, because it cannot be supposed that 
they shall possess the qualifications necessary for that purpose. Let 
experience testify if this be not a sound principle. [n the present state 
of human nature, that church, as well as that individual, acts wisely, 
who puts little confidence in man.” 

Respecting the instruction given and received at the meetings under 
consideration, especially when no clergyman is present, we have no 
hesitation in recommending, that they be principally, if not exclu- 
sively, drawn from the sacred scriptures, and approved sermons, of 
which the divines of the Church have furnished us with an ample 
and rich supply. If it be the object of those who frequent these 
meetings, as we charitably hope, to acquire sound wisdom and dis- 
cretion, to become wise unto salvation, on what other sources can 
they depend with equal prospects of benefit? The lively oracles of 
truth, and the explanation of them by great and good men, present an 
unrivalled claim to their attention and regard, They furnish the 
surest directory in things pertaining to life and godliness. They are 
a light shining in a dark place, and, like the star in the east, will in- 
fallibly conduct the serious inquirer to the Fountain of light, to Him 
who emphatically styles himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
To exchange these sources of instruction and edification, for the ex- 
hortations of ‘‘ weak,” or even of the most intelligent, ‘‘ laymen,’’ 
would appear like preferring the light of a taper, to the splendour of 
the meridian sun. Besides, where every person, whose inclination 
may prompt him, is permitted to exhort, it will generally be found, that 
those will be most forward to exercise this prerogative, who, in reali- 
ty, have the least to say. Our correspondent, we are sensible, re- 
gards lay exhortation as a duty enjoined in scripture, and refers to 
two passages in support of his position. But these passages, we ap- 
prehend, afford no sanction to lay exhortation and instruction, in pub- 
lick, but relate to the duty of Christians in their private intercourse 
with each other. If it be the duty of all Christians publickly * to ex- 
hort, admonish, and reprove,” it is obvious that it is a duty which 
many eminently pious Christians never perform, and for the perform- 
ance of which, many are totally unqualified. 

We would not be understood, by the preceding remarks, to speak 
lightly of the services rendered to religion and the Church by pious 
and exemplary laymen. They are doing much to encourage the 
hearts and strengthen the hands of their ministers, and to promote 
the best interests of their fellow-creatures. We hail, with gratitude 
and delight, their zealous and active co-operation in building up the 
waste places of our Zion, in diffusing among men the light of divine 
truth, and in hastening the predicted period, when all shall know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest. It is our fervent prayer, that 
theirnumber may be daily increased ; that they may abound more and 
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more in wisdom and knowledge, in love and good works ; that they 

may approve things that are excellent ; that they may be sincere and 

without offence, till the day of Christ ; being filled with the fruits of 

renga which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of 
od. 


—-—— 


SERMON.—No. XXII. 
ON THE USE OF RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES. 


Isaran 1. 11.—TZo what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? saith the Lord, 


Amone the spiritual blessings and religious privileges, which God, in 
his abundant mercy, has bestowed upon men,bis sacraments, and other 
holy ordinances, are among the greatest, and most deserving of our 
gratitude and pious regard. By these, when properly used, in piety 
and faith, we hold communion with our God and Saviour, and our 
souls are strengthened with spiritual grace. 

But the best things, when abused, may become the worst; and 
what Divine goodness has intended to edify, and build us up in his 
holy faith and fear, may be made the occasion of blinding our eyes, 
and of producing self righteousness. The mere formality of religious 
ceremonies is worse than useless. Receiving such sacred memorials 
of God’s goodness in Jesus Christ, without feeling in our hearts any 
thankfulness for his mercies, or desire to live to his glory, is itself 
sinful and displeasing to God ; and has a tendency to increase a vain 
confidence and hardness of heart. 

Such was the state of the Jews, when God touched by his Spirit 
the lips of Isaiah, and by this prophet reproved them. ‘Those sacri- 
fices which the Israelites offered, were of God’s own appointment ; 
and their publick prayers, as to the external performance, were 
agreeable to the Divine command. And yet in the text, and words 
following, he speaks of them with disapprobation ; even with abhor- 
rence: he disowns them, as though they were not of his own appoint- 
ment. ‘*To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me ? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and of 
the fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your hands, to tread in my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations: incense is an abomination unto me :— Your new moons 
and your appointed feasts, my soul hateth ; they are a trouble unto 
me; | am weary to bear them, And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; when ye make many prayers 
I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.” ‘The sense of all 
this, and much more which the prophet adds, to the same purpose, 
is too obvious to be misunderstood. God did not delight, nor will he 
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ever delight, in such sacrifices as they offered, in outward form only, 
disregarding the inward grace, or thing signified. ‘Those very people 
were required to tread his courts ; to appear before him in solemn as- 
semblies, and to observe the ‘ appointed feasts,’’ which were regulat- 
ed by the ‘‘new moons.” They would have sinned very much in 
neglecting these religious rites. But God did not require them 
to draw nigh with their lips, while their bearts were far from 
him. He did not require of them oblations for a vain show ; to offer 
incense with hands defiled with blood; nor to pray to the God of 
Israel with their tongues, when, with their minds and affections, they 
adored the idols of this world. These only were the offerings, which 
he bids them not to bring. ‘This manner of reproof is calculated to 
reach the heart, and, if any thing can, to awaken the soul to righ- 
teousness. ‘To fly from the Almighty is foolish, as it would be vain. 
Even when he seems to reject his own ordinances, and forbid us to 
pray, or. to approach him, the only course of wisdom, the only refuge, 
is to draw still nearer to him, with more earnestness and more hu- 
mility: and this, if you read the whole chapter, you will see is the 
course, which, in the present instance, his goodness prescribes. If 
they would turn to the Lord their God, with faith and obedience, he 
was ready to blot out all their offences, and give them his blessing. 

The few words, Christian friends, the very awakening interrogation, 
which I have read for the text, in its most direct application, would 
teach us to examine ourselves with regard to our religious perform- 
ances; whetherour affections and our lives correspond with our Chris- 
tian profession. ‘* To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifi- 
ces unto me ? saith the Lord.” And we ought to “* be ready always,” 
and now especially, ** to give an answer,”’ to our own hearts, and to 
God, who “is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.” 

But my intention is, if the Lord permit, to take a more comprehen- 
sive view of the subject, which this text suggests, and to consider 
generally what is the use of religious ordinances, and especially of the 
two sacraments: or, in the words of the catechism, ** What are the 
benefits, whereof we are partakers thereby ?” And that we may con- 
form the more to the manner of teaching, which Divine wisdom has 
here adopted, let us first very briefly consider, what the sacraments 
will not do for us; or what use of them is not profitable. Knowing 
this we shall better understand their true nature and design. 

First. It is obvious, that receiving the sacraments will not profit 
us at all, nor do any good, except they are used in sincerity, with 
devout sensations, and religious motives. Very few Christians, if any, 
feel that degree of piety, that humble devotion to God, that ardour 
of gratitude and love, which his mercies merit, and his word requires. 
We all fall short of this, as of every perfection. No one need be 
discouraged, nor to absent himself from the Lord’s table, because he 
is not yet all that he desires to be. But those who come with indif- 
ference, or from worldly views, ought not to expect any spiritual 
benefit. : 
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Secondly. Christians should not suppose that receiving a sacrament 
is a meritorious act. It is not an evidence of your goodness, but of 
your faith. It does not show that you are righteous ; but that God is 
merciful, and that you trust in his mercy. This is a point not regard- 
ed as it ought to be; and especially by worldly people. They think, 
or they pretend to think, that we who come to the Lord’s supper, 
claim to be better than other men; more holy and less wicked. If 
any Christians do claim this honour, it is from ignorance of themselves 
and of the gospel. We have not, or certainly we ought not to have, any 
such idea. We feel and know that we are sinful, unworthy creatures. 
Our desire is to obtain forgiveness and immortal life ; and we believe 
that this salvation, this life immortal, is to be obtained through Jesus 
Christ, and inno other way. That he only is the Way, and the Truth, 
and the Life, God has revealed to us in his word; and he invites us, 
and all men, to come to him, in that way, and be saved. With thank- 
ful and humble hearts we accept this invitation. In receiving the 
sacraments, we acknowledge before the world, that we are sinners, 
justly condemned by God’s holy laws. Our desire is t6 submit to his 
righteousness, and do his will, in hope that we shall be accepted 
through our faith in the Saviour’s merits, and our trust in God’s gra- 
cious promise. Perhaps you say, for many do say, that we Christians 
are no better than other men. Do we pretend to be better? Do we 
make any boast of moral goodness? Say if you please (God only is 
to be the judge ; say) that unbelievers live as well as we live. We 
reply, that they ought to live better, very much better, than we, if 
they would live without a Saviour—if they trust in themselves and 
reject the gospel. Were we as good as you think yourselves, we, 
perhaps, should also trust in ourselves, and walk in our own ways. 
Knowing tbat we are wicked ; desiring to be saved; believing in 
Jesus Christ, and being determined, through God’s grace, to renounce 
our own righteousness and submit to his, we make a religious profes- 
sion; and receive the sacraments. Let us then inquire, ‘* What are 
the benefits, whereof we are partakers thereby ?”? What advantage is 
there in Christian communion? What good effect have the Christian 
ordinances, on those who receive them with a right faith and sincere 
devotion ? 

The benefits are many and great. The first I shall mention is 
obedience to the Divine command. Nothing can be more reasonable, 
or more obvious, than that they, who desire to be saved through Christ, 
should do the things which he commands, It would be very absurd, 
aud totally unavailing, to employ a physician to heal our bodies, and 
not follow his prescriptions. In regard to the Physician of our souls, 
the absurdity and the folly would be still greater. Our spiritual 
health is infinitely more important ; and our spiritual Physician 
is infinitely more wise and infallible. He perfectly knows what 
we need ; his means are adapted to the end; and he is altogether 
able to make them effectual. His ordinances are appointed in per- 
fect wisdom, with a gracious view to our benefit. He commands 
us to receive and to use them. Are we wiser than God? Can 
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we pretend to receive Christ as our King, while we refuse to obey 
his precepts? This, then, is one good and weighty reason for the 
use of ordinances: we obey God ; we submit to his authority. 

I observe, as a second reason, that the sacraments are memorials of 
God’s mercy and love. ‘They represent what Christ has done, and what 
we may hope for. They are, particularly, seals of God’s covenant 
with his chosen people; they are sanctified tokens that we appertain 
to God’s household ; that we are members of Christ’s mystical body, 
his church ; that he died and rose again, not only for all men gener- 
ally, but for us in particular. Baptism assures the faithful penitent 
that his sins are blotted out by the sprinkling of Christ’s blood ; that 
he is taken from the world into God’s spiritual kingdom; that he is 
made the child of God, by adoption and grace, and is a joint heir with 
Christ of an everlasting inheritance. ‘The bread and wine in the 
other sacrament, symbolize the offering which was made for our sins : 
they assure the faithful receiver, that, as natural food strengthens our 
body and continues life; so the offering, which Christ made on the 
cross, shall be as spiritual sustenance to our immortal souls; that we 
shall live by him. And is not this too a great privilege, a very great 
benefit? What can be more comforting than such memorials of God’s 
mercy? What is more likely to strengthen our hope and make us 
thankful? After receiving such pledges of the Saviour’s love, why 
should we not go on our way rejoicing? ‘* What should allay our live- 
ly hope, or damp our flaming love ?” 

A third benefit in receiving the sacraments, which we have in part 
anticipated, is, that we hereby declare ourselves upon the Lord’s 
side ; we make a publick profession of our faith in Christ, and our trust 
in the word and promises of God. It is a publick testimony that we 
have chosen the Lord to serve him; that we receive the doctrines of 
the gospel, and are not ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucifi- 
ed, to take his cross and be his disciples. In receiving the sacraments, 
we declare that salvation is of God only, and from his free grace, 
And we are taught, as in other cases, so especially in this, that ac- 
cording to our faith it will be done unto us. This is not only profita- 
ble, but ** generally necessary to salvation.”” Our Saviour makes it es- 
sential that we are not ashamed of his cross; that we voluntarily con- 
fess him before men. St. Paul says, ‘* With the beart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” All the righteousness we can boast of, or pretend to claim, is 
from our cordial sincere faith in Christ, who alone can merit for man ; 
but that we may do the will of God, and work out our salvation, he 
requires that we witness this good confession, and declare before the 
world, the wonders that he doth for the children of men. 

4. And this will lead our thoughts to another, and very great 
“benefit whereof we are partakers thereby.”” The sacraments are 
means of grace, and they are among the most essential and efficacious 
means, by which we are edified and strengthened in spirit to hope in 
God, and to.do his will. It is the doctrine of the gospel, and true as 
the foundation on which it stands, that we are not able of ourselves to 
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help ourselves ; that our sufficiency is of God. Except our natures 
are renewed by the sanctifying influence of the divine Spirit, our 
faith would be cold, unfruitful, and dead. Certainly our help is in 
God only: and how is that help to be obtained? By those means 
most evidently which God has himself appointed. Prayer stands among 
the first: but it may be doubted whether even prayer, even this holy 
exercise, by which the believer’s soul has daily communion with God, 
is so efficacious, is so powerful in building us up in the faith and fear 
of God, as frequent and devout communing in the Lord’s supper. 
By it, as St. Paul observes, *‘ we do show forth the Lord’s death till 
he come.” We repeat, as it were, the sacrifice, by which we are 
saved. By the eye of faith, we see that mangled body, that stream- 
ing blood, which was sufficient to reconcile the world to God.~ We 
seem at once to hear the groans on Calvary, and a voice from heaven, 
‘*‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ We have 
before our eyes, and rendered visible, that infinite expiation, by 
which the just vengeance of heaven was diverted from a whole race 
of sinful mortals; by which we are permitted to draw nigh to God, 
in full assurance of faith ; by which a way is opened through the vail, 
and sanctified for us to the holiest place—to the third heaven. 
Nothing can we conceive of which so strengthens that faith, by which 
the just live. It is bodily food so sanctified as to feed the soul. 
** The cup of blessing,’ says an apostle, ‘* which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” Yes, says Christ 
himself: ‘* This is my body, which is given for you; this is my blood, 
which is shed foryou. Do this in remembrance of me.” ‘* My body 
is meat indeed; my blood is drink indeed.” Is not this, then, a very 
great benefit? It is the means by which we most surely obtain what 
wejspiritually most need, Divine grace ; the strengthening of our faith ; 
the exaltation of our hope; the sanctification of our heart. 

5. But these benefits are not all. We might show, did the time 
admit, how very much the ordinances of Christ, and especially this, 
his holy communion, excite in our hearts charity and Christian affec- 
fion, and engage us more diligently in acts and works of kindness and 
love. When we see, what we are so affectingly in this sicrament 
brought to see, how God loved us, it would seem scarce possible that 
we should not Jove one another. Can we, without great inconsistency, 
feel enmity towards any one, for whom such a Saviour died? And 
how great is the benefit; how profitable to our souls. How necessary 
to our immortal glory is the benefit of being made more perfect in 
love ! 

§.° We might also add much on the great advantages of decision 
in our religious character and profession. ‘There is great danger in 
*¢ halting between the two opinions,” whether we will be disciples of 
the Saviour, or continue still in the world. It islingering on the temp- 
ter’s ground, and hearkening to his insinuations. But when we have 
chosen our part ; when we have made a profession ; one very impor- 
tant and necessary step is taken: our religious state is then decided ; 
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our face is turned towards the spiritual Canaan. The solemnity of 
the ordinances ; the prayer we unite in; the mercies exhibited; the 
serious and repeated dedication of ourselves to the Lord who bought 
us; the oath of God which we take upon us; a regard to our own 
character, to the honour of God, to the credit of our profession ;— 
all these tend to confirm and strengthen us in the resolution to be 
steadfast in the faith, and to live as Christians. 

Well, then, Christian friends, may you “ draw near with faith, and 
take this holy sacrament to your comfort.”? You hear what answer 
may be given to the solemn interrogation in the text ; you see to what 
purpose are the multitude of our sacrifices; what good we may ex- 
pect from the use of religious ordinances. If we use them with hearts 
indifferent, or from worldly motives, they are to no good “ purpose ;” 
we shall not be profited. But, if with sincerity and humble faith 
we partake of these mercies, the benefits are many and great. In 
doing it we conform to God's word, and show the obedience of chil- 
dren to the best of parents. In doing it we receive the sacred memo- 
rials of the Redeemer’s merit ; the most endearing tokens of God’s 
love to our souls. In doing it we make publick profession of our 
faith, and declare before the world that we are the Saviour’s disciples. 
In receiving the sacraments we use the most certain and powerful 
means of preserving our spiritual life, and growing in grace. We 
take the most sure method to increase our charity, and to become 
perfect in Christian love ; and in doing it we become decided in our 
religious character, and declare ourselves upon the Lord’s side. 

Surely, brethren, “ the benefits are great, if, with a true penitent 
heart, and lively faith, we receive this holy sacrament.” With such 
penitence, and such faith, let us draw near, and take it to our comfort. 
And may God, even our own God, pardon our sins, and give us his 
blessing; and to him be rendered eternal praise. 


}— 1 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Tue remarks which I made in the Gospel Advocate for October last, 
on a paragraph which appeared in the Roman Catholick Miscellany, 
published at Charleston, South Carolina, have been replied to in that 
paper of the 20th November. 

It will be impossible for me to follow the writer in his excursive 
speculations on profane history, nor canI spare the time, or the 
Gospel Advocate its columns, to examine all the causes of the wars 
and disputes between the emperor of Germany, the king of England, 
the king of Navarre, &c. and ‘‘God’s vicar upon earth.” I stated a 
single fact, and proved it by reference to undoubted historical records. 
I stated, that the popes have claimed the right of absolving the people 
from their oaths of allegiance ; and I showed, in the very words of 
tae pope's bulls, that they did exercise this power. The writer ad- 
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mits the fact, but says, “there might be a special ground for their [the 
popes’] power of absolving from oaths of allegiance, and still no ground 
for their absolving from other oaths ; there might also be special grounds 
upon which they had this power with respect to some nations, which 
_did not extend to others.” Now, if the exercise of this power de- 
pends solely upon the opinion of the pope, what security is there, 
that he may not, in some moment of wrath, or to’attain some secular 
end, as he is a sovereign prince, attempt to exercise it in the United 
States? No, says the Roman Catholick writer, he cannot. But why ? 
Because the pope never made ‘a contract with our people or gov- 
ernment.”” In other words, as we are a nation of protestants, and 
owe no obedience to the pope, he “has no right, directly or indirect- 
ly, to interfere with our concerns.” Aye, but if we were Roman 
Catholicks, what then? Would there not then be a contract? And I 
would ask, whether the pope would not then consider that he had the 
right to interfere, as he did in the nations of Europe, which acknow- 
ledged his supremacy? The writer says, ‘‘ perhaps in each of the 
cases,’ which I stated, “‘ we could find some special ground of justifi- 
cation for the interference.” No. It is impossible. No protestant 
will, or can, believe it. To dissolve the political relationship subsist- 
ing between a government and the people, is a political act, and the 
pope of Rome, who, it must always be remembered, is a sovereign 
prince, has no more right to interfere in the political concerns of 
another nation, than his bishops have to go into a protestant church in 
Philadelphia, and dictate the forms of worship. 

The writer further says, ‘Hence, supposing all the facts proved,” 
and he attempts to justify, not to refute them, ‘that some popes 
claimed a right to dispense the subjects of some monarchs from the 
observance of their oath of allegiance. This conclusion is amply 
proved. But it does not thence follow, that it is believed by Catho- 
licks that the pope can dispense with the obligation of oaths general- 
ly.” Idid not say so. My remarks and proofs were confined solely 
to oaths of allegiance. But, perhaps, I should not be wrong if I were 
to say that, if the pope, a foreign prince, an alien to every nation but 
his own, can, by virtue of an authority appertaining, or supposed to 
appertain to his office, absolve whole nations from their oaths of alle- 
giance to their own government, he may claim the right of “ dispensing 
with the obligation of oaths generally.” But we are not left to mere 
inference. ‘The pope has claimed and exercised the right of absolving 
persons from their private contracts with each other. And it will not 
be denied, that this stretch of power over the consciences, judgment, 
and welfare of individuals, is subversive of all order, faith, morality, 
and honesty, in any community where it is permitted to be practised. 
In the paragraph which led to my remarks, there is this expression : 
‘the people in the south are really under the impression, that Catho- 
licks believe the pope can dispense with the obligation of oaths, con- 
tracts, and agreements.” Now we can show tbat the pope did claim 
the power of ‘ dispensing with the obligation of contracts.” In the 


bull of Pope Paul III. against Henry VIII., he says that he requires 
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all other persons to have no dealings with him or them, [the king 
and his accomplices,] neither by trading, nor any other way, under 
the pain of excommunication, the annulling their contracts, and the 
exposing goods so traded in, to all that should catch them. He de- 
clares all other princes absolved from any confederacies made, or to be 
made with him.”* These are certainly other obligations beside those 
of ** allegiance.” 

Again. The writer says, ‘‘ suppose we allow his facts to be jrue 
in the sense which he wishes to have conveyed by them, what do 
these facts prove? They prove that Gregory VII., Innocent III., In- 
nocent 1V., Clement VI., Pius V., and Sixtus V., did absolve the sub- 
jects of certain princes from their allegiance. Here then, we have 
only the acts of six popes, and by those acts no Catholick is bound.” 

Whether Roman Catholicks are, at this day, and in this country, 
bound to believe in the right claimed by these popes, I will not take 
upon me todetermine. They know best. But that Roman Catholicks 
have thought themselves bound to believe it, and did actually believe 
it, | will now proceed to prove. In the fourth great council of La- 
teran, which is acknowledged to be a general council by the church 
of Rome, the third canon establishes, in the most express terms, the 
pope’s power of deposing princes, and absolving subjects from their 
allegiance. The members of this council must, therefore, have be- 
lieved that the pope possessed this power, and must have thought 
themselves bound by the exercise of that power. This power, how- 
ever, was not acknowledged by all the Roman Catholicks of that day. 
The clergy of France, particularly, denied it. In the official ** Dec- 
Jaration of the Gallican clergy, concerning the-ecclesiastical power in 
the year 1682,” the first and third sections contain these declara- 
tions: I. ** Therefore kings and princes are not subject, in temporals, 
to any ecclesiastical power, by the ordinance of God; neither can 
they, by authority of the keys of the church, directly or indirectly be 
deposed, or their suljects absolved from their faith and obedience, and 
oath of allegiance, which they have taken: and this is to be firmly 
retained, as necessary to the publick peace,” &c. Ill. ‘ Hence 
the use of apostolical power is to be moderated by the canons,’’t &c. 
We must infer from this document that, although the French clergy 
denied the pope this power, yet the Roman Catholicks of other nations 
believed he possessed it; for, otherwise, an official declaration on the 
subject was unnecessary. No succeeding pope, or general council, 
has, so far as my knowledge extends, declared publickly and officially, 
that no such power does of right appertain to the popedom, or court 
of Rome. Has any pope, or general council, expressed their abhor- 
rence of the following papal aphorism, as we find it recorded by Gra- 
tian: * Qui secundum plenitudinem potestatis, de jure possumus supra 
jus dispensare :”” “ We, who, according to the plenitude of our power, 





* Burnett’s Reformation, vol. i. p. 246. Fol. Lond. 1681. 
+ Leslie’s Works, vol. i. p. 565. Fol. Lond. 1721, where the declaration at 
length, both in Latin and English, will be found. 
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have a right to dispense above law or right?”* If the church and court 
ot Rome have expressed their abhorrence of such doctrine ; or if they 
have decided that the pope did not possess the power of dispensing 
with oaths, it would be gratifying to protestants to see the official 
declaration. 

But further. The famous League of the Roman Catholicks against 
Henry IV., king of France, a protestant, was carried on for several 
years, and was promoted by all the power and influence of the pope 
and court of Rome, ‘‘ The Roman Catholicks who had joined the 
king, formed a conspiracy against him, upon his delay to turn Roman 
Catholick ; and the princes of the blood told him plainly to his face, 
that if he did not perform his promise, and turn Roman Catholick, they 
would desert him, and join the League.”t During the struggle, the 
following popes were in office,viz. Gregory XIII., SixtusV., Urban VII., 
Gregory XIV., Innocent [X., and Clement VIII., who not only sup- 
ported the-rebellion with money, troops, and anathemas, but set up the 
cardinal of Bourbon as king, because Henry, the lawful heir, was a 
protestant !{ During the rebellion, a book was published by the Ro- 
man Catholicks with this title: ‘* De justa abdicatione Henrici III. ;” 
and Cajetan, the cardinal legate, in his declaration to the leaguers, 
says, that ** to acknowledge a heretick [protestant] for their king, is 
the dream of a madman, which proceeds from nothing else but heretical 
contagion.”’§ The historian further informs us that, ‘*a great and 
solemn procession was made by order from the cardinal legate, to im- 
plore God’s assistance, [for the success of the Roman Catholicks against 
the protestant king,] in which the prelates, priests, and monks of the 
several religious orders, walked in their accustomed habits; but be- 
sides them, armed openly with corslets, guns, swords, partisans, and 
all kinds of arms, offensive and defensive, making at once a double 
show, both of devotion, and constancy of heart to defend themselves : 
which ceremony, though to many it seemed undecent and ridiculous, 
yet was of great use to augment and confirm the courage of the common 
people.”’|| The pope, at length, carried his point, and compelled the 
king to turn Roman Catholick, 

Again. In the year 1615, Cardinal Perron in the assembly of the 
three estates of France, and in the name of the first estate, that is 
of the clergy, did re-assert the power of the pope to depose kings ; 
and, subsequently, Father Juvency, a French Jesuit, published at 
Rome, a book in defence of the deposing power of the pope.{] 

I trust these facts will be sufficient to prove that, Roman Catholicks 
have felt themselves dound to believe in the pope’s power of dispensing 
with the obligation of oaths. 

To avert from the church of Rome, the indignation which every 
honest man must feel on this subject, the writer assures us, that ‘it 


* P. Inn. Ill. Decret. Greg. lib. 3. tit. 8. c. 4. apud Barrow’s works, i. p. 696. 
+ D’Avila’s Hist. of the civil wars of France, pp. 555, 601, 602, 605, 611, 612, 
English translation. Savoy, 1678. 
t Ibid. lib. xii. p. 493. § Ibid. lib. xiii. p. 579. || bid. lib. xi. p. 459. 
¥ Leslie’s works, i. p. 491. 
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is no article of the Roman Catholick faith that the pope is infallible.” 
The infallibility of the pope may not be an article wf faith, although 
the church of Rome may believe it to be matter of tact. If 1 mis- 
take not, the Roman Catholicks themselves are not agreed, where the 
infallibility rests; whether in the pope, according to Cardinal Bellar- 
mine and others; or in a general council as asserted by S.apleton, 
and the French clergy, or in the whole body of the church, with the 
pope at its head, as stated by others. I confess myself to be greatly 
puzzled upon this subject. I cannot bring my mind to conceive, 
how any number of fallibles can make one infallible. 1 think the pope 
stands the best chance for infallibility, as he, alone, it is said, is the 
successor of St. Peter, and ‘* God’s vicar upon earth.”” But even Pe- 
ter erred, and denied his Master. Bellarmine, however, assures us, 
for our consolation, that if the apostle erred, the pope cannot, for he 
says, this absurdity would follow: ‘Si autem papa erraret preci- 
piendo vitia, vel prohibendo virtutes, teneretur ecclesia credere vitia 
esse bona, et virtutes malas, nisi vellet contra conscientiam peccare ;””* 
and more could not be said of the Redeemer. 

The writer has attempted to draw an analogy between the dispens- 
ing power exercised by the popes, and the American colonies dissolv- 
ing their allegiance to Great Britain. But to prove the cases analo- 
gous, he must show, that the great body of the American people, the 
original source of supreme authority, had not an inherent right to es- 
tablish a form of government for themselves ; and that the pope of 
of Kome had a right to interfere in the political concerns of other 
nations than his own, and to dissolve the allegiance of the people 
even contrary to their own will! I trust, we shall never acknowledge 
such an analogy in the United States. 

The writer, in his concluding paragraph, says, that the pope ‘ has 
no right, directly or indirectly, to interfere in our concerns, and did 
he attempt it, every human being would smile at his folly, and every 
Roman Catholick in the States would feel it to be his duty before God, 
by the laws of nature, by the rights of nations, by his solemn oath, 
and by the principles of his religion, to take up arms to defend his 
country against the unjust and wicked aggressions of the pope, with 
as much alacrity as against the aggressions of any other unprincipled 
invader.” This is as it should be. This is what the United States 
expects of all her citizens. And if I am not misinformed, there are 
symptoms, in more of our cities than one, of the Roman Catholicks 
preferring the rights and liberty of conscience, to the trammels of 
popery, and the rescripts of the court of Rome. But there are still 
some things which I cannot reconcile. I cannot serve two masters.f 
If 1 owe allegiance to the pope, who is a sovereign prince, I cannot, 
at the same time, own allegiance to the United States. 

The Roman pontifical states, that, when the pope is crowned, the 
triple crown is put upon his head with these words: ** Accipe thy- 
aram tribus coronis ornatum: Et scias te esse patrem principum et 


*De Rom. Pont. 1. 4. Cc. 5. t Matt. vi. 24. 
12 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. III. 
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regum, rectorem orbis, in terra vicarium Salvatoris nostri Jesu 
Christi.” Receive this diadem adorned with three crowns: and know 
yourself to be father of princes and kings, governour of the world, and 
vicar upon earth of our Saviour Jesus Christ,* Under this appoint- 
ment, we find Pope Pius V. asserting that ** he was constituted prince 
over all nations, and all kingdoms, that he might pluck up, destroy, dis- 
sipate, ruinate, plant, and build,”*t And we have seen above, that 
Popes Innocent and Gregory have said, “ We, who, according to the 
plenitude of our power, have a right to dispense above law or right.” 
But how ail this agrees with the word of God, I am at a less to dis- 
cover: ‘* For the kingdomis Jenovan’s, and he is the Governour among 
the nations.” If the pope of Rome be, really, the governour of the 
world, then the rulers of every nation should be subject to his will. 
If he be a good man, so much the better for the people, as he will be 
obeyed with the greater pleasure ; but if he be wicked, he must, ac- 
cording te a papal canon, still be obeyed: ‘* Let a pope be so bad, 
as by his negligence and maleadministration to carry with him 
innumerable people to hell, yet no mortal man whatever must 
presume here to reprove his faults; because, he being to judge all 
men, is himself to be judged of no man, except he be caught 
swerving from the faith.’§ And why? Because the council of 
Lateran has said to the pope, “ All power is. given to thee tn 
heaven and in earth!!!"|| Therefore, no one must presume to ex- 
amine into the conduct of the popes. Whatever they do must be 
right. The Roman Catholick bishops, at their consecration, take 
the oath which I published at length in my former number, in which 
are the following passages: ‘* The rights, honours,*privileges, and au- 
thority of the holy Roman church, of our lord the pope, and his 
aforesaid successors, I will endeavour to preserve, defend, increase, and 
advance. I will not be in any council, action, or treaty, in which shall 
be plotted against our said lord, and the said Roman church, any thing 
to the hurt or prejudice of their persons, right, honour, state, or power ; 
and if I shall know any such thing be treated or agitated by any 
whatsoever, I will hinder it to my power. Hereticks, schisma- 
ticks, and rebels to our said lord or his aforesaid successors, I will to 
my power persecute and oppose.”"| Protestants are called hereticks and 
schismaticks, therefore, protestants are to be persecuted and opposed. 
And such has been the fact wherever the power could be exercised. 
We must now inquire, how the Roman Catholick bishops explain 
their obedience to the pope. Dr. Milner, a popish bishop now living 
in England, must he our authority on this subject. Ina charge de- 
livered to his clergy, he says: ‘* The [Roman] Catholick church in 
particular, that most illustrious and perfect of all societies, as being 





* Leslie’s works, i. p. 491. 

+ Barrow’s works, i. p. 540. Camd. Hist. Anno 1520. 

} Psalm xxii. 28. 

§ Si papa sux, &c. Grat. dist. 40. cap. 6. apud Barrow’s works, i. p. 566. 
Concil. Lat. sub Leone x. Sess. 11. p. 133. 

Pontif.Rom. Antwerp. anno 1626. pp. 59, 86. apud Barrow’s works, i. p. 553. 
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the work of infinite wisdom ; that society, which like the ocean spreads 
its arms round the whole earth, and which, unlike all human institu- 
tions, is neither to be dissolved by external violence, nor internal de- 
cay ; the church, I say, owes all her beauty and stability to the exact 
disctpline and subordination which her divine Founder has established 
in her, and in which he has marshalled her, ‘like an army drawn up 
in battle array.”’ Cant. vi. 9.* As in a disciplined army the soldiers 
obey their officers, and these other officers of superiour rank, who 
themselves are subject to a commander in chief: so in the [Roman] 
Catholick church extending, as it does, from the rising to the setting sun, 
the faithful of all nations are guided by their pastors, who in their 
turns are submissive to the prelates, whilst the whole body is subor- 
dinate to one supreme pastor, whose seat is the rallying point and 
centre of them ali. The Catholick, acknowledging in the church a 
living, speaking authority, as the guide of his faith, must submit his 
private opinions to its decisions, otherwise he ceases to be a Catholick.’’t 

Having seen what popery is, and what it requires, 1 shall now turn 
to the oath of naturalization, and see what is required by the United 
States. The person admitted to citizenship solemnly swears, that he 
will support the. constitution of the United States, and that he doth, abso- 
lutely and entirely, renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
évery foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, whatever, and 
particularly, by name, the prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, where- 
of he was before a citizen or subject.’’t 

It appears to me, but I may be mistaken, that the Romish bishops 
are subjects, owing and owning allegiance to the pope of Rome, be- 
cause their oath of consecration contains this passage: ** Papatum 
Romanum et regalia sancti Petri adjutor eis meo ordine, contra 
omnem hominem.” TI will help them [the pope and his successors] 
to defend and keep the Roman papacy, and the royalties of St. Peter, 
saving my order, against all men.” It is worthy of remark, that in 
the oath extant in the Gregorian Decretals,§ there is not a word about 
the royalties of St. Peter. The original words were regulas sanctorum 
patrum, which have subsequently been changed into regalia sancti 
Petri, i.e. The rules of the holy fathers, into The royalties of Saint 
Peter.|| Now, according to my view of the case, no citizen of the 
United States can help the pope to defend his sovereignty, asa secu- 
lar prince, 

Here I shall close my remarks, and leave the subject with my 
readers, to reconcile these apparent conflicting duties and obligations, 
if they can. ONE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH. 


«*, Since writing the foregoing, another number of the Roman 
Catholick Miscellany has been received, in which the remarks on my 


*It is in ver. 10, of our translation, and is rendered * terrible as an army with 
banners.” 

+ See Le Mesurier’s sermons at the Bampton Lecture, 1807, pp. 148, 149. 

t See Laws of the U. S. 
§ Gregor. Decret. lib. 2. tit. 24. cap. 6. 
|| See Barrow’s works, i. p. 554. 
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last number are continued, and more are promised. The writer says: 
‘** Our friend in the south not having vouchsafed to give us a reference 
to the decree of Pope Boniface VIII., which, he says, is found in the 
canon law, we are not able to examine the topick as we would wish.” 
Now this comes with an ill grace from a writer, who, in near eight 
columns of remarks, states a multitude of circumstances as matter of 
history, without giving, in a single instance, any reference to his au- 
thority. But he is in errour, as it respects thyself. If he will refer 
again to my last number, he will find that, at the end of the quota- 
tions, I say, ** the above extracts are taken from Barrow’s works, 
tom. i. p. 540—543. fol. ed. Lond. 1741.” The writer will there 
find this quotation and reference: ‘‘Subesse Romano pontifici omni 
humane creature declaramus, dicimus, definimus, et pronunciamus 
omnino esse de necessitate salutis. Extrav. com. lib. i. tit. 8. cap. 1. 
We declare, say, define, pronounce it to be of r@cessity to salvation, 
for every human creature to be subject to the a an pontiff.” 


—_—_—_—— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Your correspondent Philo Medicus in recommending to physicians to 
set apart the proceeds of their Sunday’s practice for the purposes of 
religious charities, appears to me to have overlooked some considera- 
tions, which bear upon the subject ; and which, to my mind, materially 
vary the question of duty. In the first place, to separate the income 
arising from the: practice of one day in the week, would be attended 
with more inconvenience than your correspondent seems to suppose. 
The physician, among us, does not receive each day the earnings of 
that day ; nor does he (unfortunately for him) ever receive any thing 
near to the full amount to which his accounts would show him to be 
entitled. Deductions from the accustomed fee are often made in con- 
sequence of the inability of his patients; and much that is charged 
is never collected. Hence to keep a separate account of the actual 
receipts of his Sunday practice would probably cause a physician 
more trouble than is now occasioned by all his accounts. This, how- 
ever, is a consideration of minor importance. There are others in 
my view, of much greater consequence. 

The necessity of attending the sick upon the Sabbath, is such as 
to place beyond all doubt the duty of the phy sician in regard to it, 
There needs, therefore, no peculiar appropriation of his fees to ren- 
der sacred the labours of the day. It were a departure from duty, 
very far from being a meritorious act, if he should neglect his patients 
to attend publick worship. By the pious physician, this necessity is 
by no means regarded as a privilege. He looks upon it as one of the 
greatest evils to which the profession is liable; and he makes his en- 
gagements to obviate it as far as the nature of things will permit. 
There are many cases of disease which do nob’ require a daily attend- 
ance. These it is the custom of physicians generally, so far as my 
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acquaintance extends, to omit visiting on the Sabbath. ‘This intention 
is in a great measure frustrated in regard to new cases of disease, 
because it is never in the power of a physician to determine that his 
attendance is not necessary, until he has made his visit. All new 
calls must therefore receive immediate attention; and their number 
is probably greater, on an average, on Sunday, than on any other day 
in the week. 

It is not pretended that there is not the same reason for the phy- 
sician’s receiving a compensation from his patient for his attendance 
on this as well ason other days: and since the attendance costs him 
the samé labour and fatigue, and even greater self-denial, and the de- 
privation of privileges which others enjoy, I see not why he is not 
equally entitled to this as a part of the fund which is to furnish sup- 
port to his family. Philo Medicus apprehends that the expectation of 
a fee may sometimes operate as an inducement to a physician to give 
more time to his practice on the Sabbath than necessity may require ; 
and that the appropriation of the fee to a charitable object will re- 
move the temptation. This is a motive which | believe is much less 
present to the mind of the physician than is generally supposed. I 
do not mean to say that physicians are, more than other men, insensi- 
ble to the value of property, or that some of them are not inordinately 
desirous of it. But this is connected only with the general feeling 
that the extension of their business advances their worldly interests. 
To the well-educated and well-principled physician, this considera- 
tion enters very little into the feelings attendant on his daily practice. 
To the man who feels that the life of a fellow being, the joy of his 
friends, the hope of a family, depends in a great measure upon his 
exertions, it is not in human nature that his mind should be occupied 
with the thought that two or three dollars may be added to his income 
by his labours. Still less do I believe that the Sunday practice of a 
pious physician can be influenced by such a consideration, 

It may be observed that to the other professions and occupations, 
keeping the Sabbath involves no real sacrifice, corresponding to that 
which is proposed for physicians. The labour of the six days, in most 
instances, at least, yields as much as that of the seven probably would 
if the seventh day were not consecrated to higher purposes. ‘To the 
lawyer, the merchant, &egthe business which cannot be transacted on 
the Sabbath is merely reserved for another day ; it is not lost to him. 
Whereas the proposition is, that the physician shall voluntarily deprive 
himself of nearly one seventh part of the means by which his family 
is supported. I say nearly one seventh, because, notwithstanding the 
greater number of new calls on the Sabbath, I believe that physicians 
generally visit rather fewer patients on that day than on others. 

Let it be remembered, too, that physicians are more exposed than 
other men, to charitable calls of a different kind. Medicine is pecu- 
liarly a charitable profession ; in a sense and to a degree beyond that 
of any other. I speak not of the disposition of its members as indi- 
viduals, ‘but.of the profession asa whole. Such is the state of society 
among us, (and no one, I trust, would wish it changed,) that a physi- 
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cian would suffer materially in his reputation, who should hesitate to 
render professional assistance because his patient is unable to recom- 
pense him. The whole body of the poor in this town with the ex- 
ception of those actually in the alms-house, are supplied with medical 
attendance as freely as the rich, wholly by the gratuitous services of the 
profession. I have known many physicians whose practice was near. 
ly half, and some much more than half, of this kind; entirely unre- 
warded by any pecuniary consideration ; and it is something like this 
throughout the country. 

Now, why should it be expected of us, in addition to all this, to 
devote so large a-proportion of our income to charitable uses? ‘The 
Mosaick law exacted but one tenth. But we are called upon to give a 
seventh part, and without reference to the portion that will remain for 
the sustenance of our families. “Are physicians in general so rich as 
to enable them to support such an allowance from their income? | 
do not complain of the rewards of the profession. In this vicinity 
they are liberal ; and are worthy of the estimation in which the char- 
acter and services of physicians are held. But if a few physicians 
become rich, the number is very small, in comparison with those who 
acquire little more than a livelihood. And I believe it will readily be 
granted, that considering the fatigues, the privations, and the great re- 
sponsibilities to which the members of the profession are subject, they 
are not, to say the least, more amply rewarded than other men. 

It appears to me, therefore, that if the practice of a physician upon 
the Sabbath is voluntarily extended, beyond what the necessities of 
his patients require, itis a breach of duty, for which no appropria- 
tion of the fees, however excellent, can atone ; and if bis practice is 
thus limited by his duty, that the proceeds of it are as rightfully de- 
voted to any of the purposes of lawful gain, as any otber part of his 
income. 

Physicians, as well as others, ought unquestionably to give of their 
substance, and to give freely to the various objects of benevolent and 
religious charities ; and I trust that, as a class of men, they will not 
be found peculiarly deficient in a disposition to do this. But I con- 
ceive that the amount of their benefactions should be apportioned 
according to the extent of their income, and of the demands to which 
it is exposed, rather than to any mete of manner in which it is 
obtained. St. Paul's directions to the Corinthian Christians was: 
** Let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him.””* MEDICUS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


AN EXTRACT FROM FABER ON THE PREDESTINARIAN CON- 
TROVERSY. 


‘* Iw all ages of the church, nothing has so much injured the cause of 
truth as an extravagant and bigoted adherence to system and party, 


* 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
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combined with the pride of never giving up an opinion which has 
been once advanced, Prejudice in favour of any particular system 
blinds the eyes of the understanding ; party spirit produces, at once, 
extreme rashness and determined pertinacity, and the stubborn pride 
of human nature has, afterwards, no inconsiderable share in perpetuat- 
ing those controversies to which a love of system originally gave 
birth. What a man has once asserted, he is ashamed and unwilling 
to retract ; he fears the laugh of the world and the reproaches of his 
own party, and he will often have recourse to the most disingenuous 
sophisms rather than honestly confess himself to have been mistaken. 
These sophisms, being very easily detected, are sometimes exposed ; 
with rather too much sarcastick triumph, whence, a certain irritation | 
of mind is produced, which usually vents itself in seizing the earliest 
opportunity of making reprisals. ‘The more severely each party is 
treated, the more it becomes wedded to its own peculiarities ; and, 
instead of endeavouring to heal the breaches in the church, it strives 


to recede, as far as possible, from the ground occupied by its ad- 
versary.”” 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN. 


NARRATIVE OF LITTLE EMILY. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 66.) 


ll il ee 


Te next morning I prepared myself for a walk to the cottage in the 
wood, which was the residence of my Emily, intending to have ac- 
companied the little fair one back again, when she came, as I expect- 
ed she would, for strawberries. At the usual time, therefore, I looked 
for her; but she came not. An hour or more passed away in expec- 
tation ; but no little figure in black appeared tripping along the path- 
way. Mr. Graham began to be uneasy, and walked two or three 
times to the garden-gate to look for the dear child. 
At length some one came out from the wood; we at first thought 
it was our Emily, but we presently could distinguish a woman ina 
gray cloak. She ascended the hill, and coming in at the garden-gate, , 
told us, in reply to our eager questions, that she was the daughter of : 
the poor woman in whose cottage Mrs. Norton (our Emily’s mamma) 
had lodged ; and that she now came to tell us, the poor lady had died 
early in the morning, leaving no directions what was to be done, ex- 
cepting only a letter, which had been put into the post. ‘* But we 
know not,” added she, ‘‘ what to do with poor little miss, who takes on 
so bitterly, that we fear she will do herself a mischief ; and as she loves 
you, madam, and the gentleman here, my mother has made bold to 
send me for your advice.” 
On hearing of the poor lady’s death, I burst into a flood of tears, f 
and loudly lamented my negligence in not having once visited her; 
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but, after a few moments, I rose to follow the woman, requesting Mr. 
Graham to send a man-servant after me to the cottage, in case any as- 
sistance might be wanted. 

As we approached the cottage, a neat old woman, on whose venera- 
ble countenance the tenderest feelings of sorrow were depicted, came 
forth to meet us, and to say how thankful she was for my kindness in 
coming down. 

“Where, my good woman,” I said, “ is my little Emily ?” 

‘**O, madam,” she answered, ‘it would have cut you to the heart 
had you seen her yesterday. She came in from your house about 
eleven o’clock, as blithe as a bird, and ran up to her mamma with the 
strawberries: but the poor lady had taken a change while little miss 
was away, and waseven then dying. She could not take the straw- 
berries which the sweet babe offered her; yet it was plain to see she 
was pleased and touched with the kind attentions of the dear little miss ; 
for she prayed earnestly for her child, her lovely Emily, as she called 
her, and some of her words were these: ‘O my God! I leave my 
child without anxiety ; for her Redeemer is mighty, he will plead her 
cause with thee.’” (Prov. xxiii. 11.) 

I could bear to hear no more of the old woman’s discourse ; but en- 
tering the cottage, passed through the lower apartment to a narrow 
staircase, which ascending quickly, with a beating heart I entered the 
chamber of death. 

There, on a decent bed, lay the poor corpse, neatly laid out; but 
the figure was so death-like, so emaciated by long or sharp sickness, 
as to convey no idea to my mind of what the poor lady might have 
been when in health. By the side of the bed, on a little foot-stool, 
sat the lovely Emily ; who, having removed the lifeless arm from the 


- position in which it had been placed by those who had laid out the 


corpse, and resting her cheek upon the pale cold hand, (overcome with 
fatigue and sorrow,) had fallen into a deep sleep. 

The apartment was meanly furnished, though it contained several 
little things which pointed it out as having been the residence of one 
who had fallen from a state of comparative affluence. But what af- 
fected me most was, the little basket of strawberries, for which the 
sweet daughter had a second time paid the price of a self-denying 
act rarely practised by children. She had procured those strawber- 
ries as a gratification for her dying parent; but it was a gratification 
which came too late to be enjoyed. 

Having gazed for some minutes on this scene, I turned round to the 
old woman and her daughter, who had followed me up stairs. 

I know not what my countenance expressed, but the old woman 
seeming to discover in it something of disapprobation, said softly, but 
earnestly, ‘“‘ Indeed, indeed, madam, we could not get little miss 
away; she would not leave her mother, but was ready to die with 
grief whenever we attempted to remove her.” 

“Then,” I answered, *‘ now must be the time to separate them ;” 
and hearing my servant below, I called him up, and directed him 
gently to lift up the sweet child, and.convey her with as soft a motion 
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as possible to our house. This was done as I wished. Into so sound 
a sleep had she fallen, that he raised her up without waking her, and 
carried her away ; leaving me standing by the corpse. 

Very affecting thoughts passed through my mind as we were remov- 
ing the child from the remains of that tender parent, who bad so care- 
fully watched over her from early infancy. 

**O poor corpse!”’ at length I said, “1 remove your Emily—her 
tears will never again moisten your cold hand; but I will, God per- 
mitting, supply your place. Yes,” I said, kissing the hand on which 
the sweet child’s cheek had so lately rested, ‘1 will be a mother to 
your Emily—but, O, I am not worthy to fill your place—lI have hith- 
erto lived as without God in the world.—The bible has not been my 
companion, as it was yours—I have lived a stranger to my Saviour ; 
a lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God.” 

Speaking to this effect, I fell on my knees by the bed, and still hold- 
ing the hand of the corpse, I prayed in a manner which I never had 
done before, not with the lips, but with the heart; my affections, I 
humbly trust, being under the influence of that Holy Spirit who help- 
eth our infirmities. 

The import of my prayer was, that, if it should please God to place 
the little Emily under our care, he would give us grace in every re- 
spect to supply to her the place of her departed parents, and to carry 
on that Christian education which her mother had so piously and suc- 
cessfully commenced. I prayed also for myself and my husband, that 
when the time of our departure should come, we might be enabled to 
trust our cause to the Almighty, and say of ourselves, as the departed 
lady had said of her child, “ Our Redeemer is mighty, he will plead 
our cause with thee.” 

On my arrival at home, I inquired eagerly after Emily. She was 
awake, and was sitting on Mr. Graham’s knee, who was endeavouring 
to comfort her. She received me with sweet affection, and asked me 
if she might not go back and sit by her mamma till she was laid in 
the grave. I endeavoured to persuade her not to think of such a 
thing. 

“It would make me happy,” said she. ‘*‘O dear Mrs. Graham, 
let me go once again!—let me kiss my mamma’s hand only once 
more !” 

I did not know what to say, or how to talk with her on the subject ; 
but I rather put her off, for the present, than absolutely refused her 
request. 

took her in my arms, and held her to my heart, and spoke to her 
of dolls and playthings, which | would send for her from London. 
But in the midst of all this, to which she seemed to have listened 
from politeness rather than interest, she said, ‘‘O ma’am, talk to me 
of mamma! Where is my mamma now? Is she with papa and my 
little sister? and are they all with my Saviour? Are they clothed in 
his righteousness? Is my mamma very fair now? is there no spot or 
stain of sin about her? Please, ma’am, to talk to me about these 
things.” , 
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How could I talk to her about what I did not understand? I was 
not acquainted with religious subjects: I feared, even before this 
child, to show my ignorance; so [| said, ‘* My dear, my heart is so 
heavy and sad, that I cannot talk.” 

‘“* Please then to read the bible, dear ma’am; read about our Sa- 
viour;”’ she answered. ‘I think that will comfort me ; the bible tells 
about heaven.” 

**T will, my dear child,” I said, “I will read the bible, and Mr. 
Graham will read it also, if you will but stay with us, and not want 
to go away: and we will serve God together ; and, with God’s help, 
we will prepare ourselves for that time w hen we shall all go to be 
united with your dear parents in the house of our Saviour above.” 

She seemed pleased with this, and said, * Shall I never leave you, 
ma’am ?” 

** No, never, never, my sweet child,”’ I said, ‘‘so long as God wilh 
allow us to dwell together.” 

“ Will you love me, ma’am?”’ she replied ; ‘‘ please to love me.”’ 

**Love you! I have always loved you,” I answered, “ and now I 
shall be your mamma.” 

** Mamma !” she said ; ‘“*no, not my mamma—you shall not be my 
mamma—my mamma is dead; but you shall be my aunt, my own 
aunt, my darling aunt, and [ will never leave you.” 

In saying this she clasped her arms closely round my neck, and broke 
out afresh into tears. 

Shortly after the funeral we quitted that part of the country and 
proceeded to Wales. Here Mr.G. and I employed ourselves diligent- 
ly in the education of this orphan child, whom her relations allowed 
us to adopt for our own. 

My mornings were devoted to her instruction, and our evenings to 
reading. The events of the last summer had given a serious turn to 
our thoughts; and that love for the bible which our little adopted 
daughter brought with her into our family, led us to read it more tre. 
quently than in former days, partly for the purpose of satisfying her, 
and partly with a desire of increasing our own acquaintance with it. 
We now also began to take delight in other religious books ; while 
our attendance on the outward aliservences of religion became less a 
mere matter of form than it once had been. Yet I mean not to boast; 
since all this time, [ may truly say, that my growth in grace was ex- 
ceeding slow, my backslidings very many, and my love of the world 
continually interfering with my religious duties. 

Eight years thus passed away since Emily entered our family— 
eight years of uncommon happiness, perhaps of more happiness than 
was consistent with our spiritual good ; and our dear Emily had now 
attained her fifteenth year, growing up, under the blessing of God, an 
exceeding lovely young woman. Never did I see, in any young per- 
son, vivacity so tempered with an abiding fear of God, or natural and 
acquired endowments so sweetly shaded by Christian humility. 
Though she described herself to be (and that truly) a miserable 
sinner, in whom, naturally, dwelt no good thing ; yet her conversation 
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and deportment displayed so much of the beauty of holiness, that we 
could not but feel assured, that her bosom was indeed become the 
abode of that Holy Spirit, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed. 

At the age of fifleen, her mind seemed to take even a still more 
serious turn." She became also at this period more anxious for my 
spiritual welfare, and that of Mr. Graham. At the same time, her 
health beginning visibly to decline, she expressed her decided opinion, 
that she should shortly leave this present evi! world, and enter into 
everlasting rest. 

W henever she spoke on this subject, it affected me greatly ; though 
I could not bring my mind to think it possible that I should be so 
soon deprived of my darling. The probability, however, of such an 
event, became gradually more apparent. The insidious disease, 
which had unexpectedly assailed her, continued to gain ground; yet 
so slowly, that for a‘year and a half we were deluded with the hope 
of her recovery. At length, all hope was removed, and we were 
brought suddenly to see that we must speedily make up our minds 
to part with our lovely child. This proved a grievous trial to my 
faith. 

Mr. G. behaved more like a Christian than I did: he submitted 
more patiently to the will of God, and was sooner enabled to say, 
** My God, not my will, but thine, be done.”’ But I will pass rapidly 
over this part of my history. 

The growth in grace of our dear child was especially apparent te 
every eye during the last weeks of her life. A few hours before she 
was seized with the last mortal pangs, she, in the most solemn and 
affecting manner, thanked Mr. Graham and myself for all our kindness, 
expressing her affection for us as for very dear parents ; and assuring 
us, that her feelings at that moment were not stronger for her natural 
parents, than for us, her adopted father and mother. She then pro- 
ceeded to exhort us, in a manner which I hope will never be forgotten, 
to a serious concern for our immortal souls. She pressed upon us the 
important doctrine of our natural depravity, and consequent utter in- 
capacity of helping ourselves. She next spoke of the Saviour; and 
on this subject all her accustomed warmth of feeling, with all her usual 
vivacity of thought, were called forth in praise of Him, who is alto- 

ether lovely, and the fairest among ten thousand. She entreated us 
to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering ; reminding us 
how little the world could give, in comparison of that happiness which 
is laid up for the faithful: after which she proceeded, in a manner 
inexpressibly affecting, to point out the pleasure which she conceived 
to await us on our reunion in the presence of our adorable Redeemer. 
Here, however, her feelings overcame her dying frame, and her lovely 
face sunk upon my bosom, asI sat supporting her in my arms. But 
the subject becomes too affecting —O my Emily! my Emily! child of 
my tenderest affection! beloved of thy Saviour! thou art removed to 
a happier world ; while I am left bereaved of the delight of mine eyes, 


and the idol of my affections!— 
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How could I talk to her about what I did not understand? I was 
not acquainted with religious subjects: I feared, even before this 
child, to show my ignorance; so I said, * My dear, my heart is so 
heavy and sad, that I cannot talk.” 

“‘ Please then to read the bible, dear ma’am; read about our Sa- 
viour;”’ she answered. ‘I think that will comfort me ; the bible tells 
about heaven.” 

**T will, my dear child,” I said, ‘I will read the bible, and Mr. 
Graham will read it also, if you will but stay with us, and not want 
to go away: and we will serve God together ; and, with God’s help, 
we will prepare ourselves for that time when we shall all go to be 
united with your dear parents in the house of our Saviour above.” 

She seemed pleased with this, and said, “ Shall I never leave you, 
ma’am ?” 

** No, never, never, my sweet child,”’ I said, ‘*so long as God wilh 
allow us to dwell together.” 

“Will you love me, ma’am 2” she replied ; ‘ please to love me.” 

**Love you! I have always loved you,” I answered, “ and now I 
shall be your mamma.” 

** Mamma!” she said ; ‘‘no, not my mamma—you shall not be my 
mamma—my mamma is dead; but you shall be my aunt, my own 
aunt, my darling aunt, and [ will never leave you.” 

In saying this she clasped her arms closely round my neck, and broke 
out afresh into tears. 

Shortly after the funeral we quitted that part of the country and 
proceeded to Wales. Here Mr. G. and I employed ourselves diligent- 
ly in the education of this orphan child, whom her relations allowed 
us to adopt for our own. 

My mornings were devoted to her instruction, and our evenings to 
reading. The events of the last summer had given a serious turn to 
our thoughts; and that love for the bible which our little adopted 
daughter brought with her into our family, led us to read it more tre. 
quently than in former days, partly for the purpose of satisfying her, 
and partly with a desire of increasing our own acquaintance with it. 
We now also began to take delight in other religious books ; while 
our attendance on the outward observances of religion became less a 
mere matter of form than it once had been. Yet I mean not to boast; 
since all this time, [ may truly say, that my growth in grace was ex- 
ceeding slow, my backslidings very many, and my love of the world 
continually interfering with my religious duties. 

Eight years thus passed away since Emily entered our family— 
eight years of uncommon happiness, perhaps of more happiness than 
was consistent with our spiritual good; and our dear Emily had now 
attained her fifteenth year, growing up, under the blessing of God, an 
exceeding lovely young woman. Never did I see, in any young per- 
son, vivacity so tempered with an abiding fear of God, or natural and 
acquired endowments so sweetly shaded by Christian humility. 
Though she described herself to be (and that truly) a miserable 
sinner, in whom, naturally, dwelt no good thing ; yet her conversation 
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and deportment displayed so much of the beauty of holiness, that we 
could not but feel assured, that her bosom was indeed become the 
abode of that Holy Spirit, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed. 

At the age of fifteen, her mind seemed to take even a still more 
serious turn. She became also at this period more anxious for my 
spiritual welfare, and that of Mr. Graham. At the same time, her 
health beginning visibly to decline, she expressed her decided opinion, 
that she should shortly leave this present evil world, and enter into 
everlasting rest. 

W henever she spoke on this subject, it affected me greatly ; though 
I could not bring my mind to think it possible that I should be so 
soon deprived of my darling. The probability, however, of such an 
event, became gradually more apparent. The insidious disease, 
which had unexpectedly assailed her, continued to gain ground; yet 
so slowly, that for a ‘year and a half we were deluded with the hope 
of her recovery. At length, all hope was removed, and we were 
brought suddenly to see that we must speedily make up our minds 
to part with our lovely child. This proved a grievous trial to my 
faith. 

Mr. G. behaved more like a Christian than I did: he submitted 
more patiently to the will of God, and was sooner enabled to say, 
“* My God, not my will, but thine, be done.” But I will pass rapidly 
over this part of my history. 

The growth in grace of our dear child was especially apparent te 
every eye during the !ast weeks of her life. A few hours before she 
was seized with the last mortal pangs, she, in the most solemn and 
affecting manner, thanked Mr. Graham and myself for all our kindness, 
expressing her affection for us as for very dear parents; and assuring 
us, that her feelings at that moment were not stronger for her natural 

arents, than for us, her adopted father and mother. She then pro- 
ceeded to exhort us, in a manner which I hope will never be forgotten, 
to a serious concern for our immortal souls. She pressed upon us the 
important doctrine of our natural depravity, and consequent utter in- 
capacity of helping ourselves. She next spoke of the Saviour; and 
on this subject all her accustomed warmth of feeling, with all her usual 
vivacity of thought, were called forth in praise of Him, who is alto- 

ether lovely, and the fairest among ten thousand. She entreated us 
to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering ; reminding us 
how little the world could give, in comparison of that happiness which 
is laid up for the faithful: after which she proceeded, in a manner 
inexpressibly affecting, to point out the pleasure which she conceived 
to await us on our reunion in the presence of our adorable Redeemer. 
Here, however, her feelings overcame her dying frame, and her lovely 
face sunk upon my bosom, asI sat supporting her in my arms. But 
the subject becomes too affecting —O my Emily! my Emily! child of 
my tenderest affection! beloved of thy Saviour! thou art removed to 
a happier world ; while I am left bereaved of the delight of mine eyes, 


and the idol of my affections !— 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Unper this head, it was our original intention to give our readers a 
suminary of domestick and foreign events, to the extent of six or eight 
pages; but we soon found ourselves overwhelmed with a variety of 
information interesting to every Christian reader, and which it was 
difficult to select from or abridge, and impossible to give at large. 
We therefore were obliged to abandon, in some degree, the thought 
of giving foreign intelligence. We felt the less regret, however, on 
this account, because the Christian Observer contains so excellent a 
summary, and is, we presume, accessible to the great body of our 
readers. We have lately, however, made arrangements for being 
regularly supplied from London with the ‘‘ Missionary Register, con- 
taining the principal transactions of the various institutions for propa- 
gating the gospel ;” and this work, together with the Church Record, 
published at Philadelphia, and the Journals of Conventions, will fur- 
nish us with all that we can find room to insert in our small number 
of pages. We earnestly hope, that we shall be furnished as early as 
possible with journals by the secretaries of the several conventions, 
and we respectfully solicit from our Right Reverend Fathers, the 
Bishops, that they will be pleased to direct the early communication 
to us of all the proceedings within their respective dioceses, 


FOREIGN, 


In December last we received the report of the venerable Society for 
propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for 1821, read at their anniver- 
sary meeting in February, 1822. ‘To this society, as far as human 
agency extends, the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
is principally indebted, as to its nursing mother, for its existence and 
nourishment. It is proper, therefore, that we should assign to her 
proceedings the first place on our pages. 

The society has 115 different stations in the American colon «s and 
four in Africa, viz: in Newfoundland, 18; Nova Scotia, 34; New 
Brunswick, 19; Cape Breton, 2; Prince Edward’s Island, 2; Upper 
Canada, 21; and Lower Canada, 19.—In Africa, 4.—In the Ameri- 
can colonies, there are 89 missionaries, 73 schoolmasters, 6 national 
schoolmasters, and 3 catechists. On the coast of Africa there is one 
missionary at Cape Town. The other three stations are vacant. 

Newrounpianp. This island forms a part of the diocese of Nova 
Scotia, but its geographical situation depriving it of the advantages 
resulting from an active and vigilant superintendence of ecclesiasti- 
cal authority, the bishop, at the recommendation of the society, has 
appointed the Rev. Mr. Leigh as his commissary. There are 5 mis 
sionaries and 13 schoelmasters employed ; the former are allowed a 
salary each of 200/. sterling per annum ; the latter of 10/, 151, or 201. 
These schoolmasters or catechists are under the direction of the mis- 
sionary in whose district they severally reside, being required to 
make a report to him of the state of their school, before they can 
draw for their yearly stipend. Each catechist or schoolmaster is re- 
quired to assemble the inhabitants of the place where he resides, or 
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Sunday, and read the service and a sertaon from books provided by 
the society or by the missionary. For this purpose, each missionary 
is furnished with a few volumes of sermons to lend to the catechists 
or schoolmasters. The latter are required to keep a regular Sunday 
school for the gratuitous instruction of the poor, while the missionaries 
themselves are required to visit the several stations within their dis- 
tricts as often as circumstances will permit. 

Nova Scotia. The bishop has, for several years, resided in Eng- 
land on account of his health, which had been so much impaired that 
the severity of the climate of Nova Scotia could not fail to produce a 
recurrence of all the most fatal symptoms of his disorder. In conse- 
quence of his absence, the candidates for orders have been obliged to 
go either to England or to the bishop of Quebeck. No confirmations 
have been administered, and the Church has, in general, suffered very 
great inconvenience and detriment from the want of Episcopal super- 
intendence. The Rev. Dr. Inglis, rector of St. Paul’s church, Hali- 
fax, is, however, the ecclesiastical commissary of the diocese, and by 
his indefatigable labours compensates, as far as possible, for the absence 
of the bishop. There are, in this province, 26 missionaries, 56 
schoolmasters, 3 national school instructers, and 2 catechists. Dr. 
Inglis receives 4001. ($1777,77) from the society in addition to what 
he receives from his parish. Mr. Twining, bis assistant, receives 1001. 
The Rev. Mr. Burnyeat, visiting missionary, 3001. ‘The other mission- 
aries the usual amount of 200/. The male instructer of the national 
school at Halifax receives 150/. per annum, and the female instructer 
50/.; the schoolmasters and catechists, from 10l. to 151. 

With regard to the national school, occur the following remarks, 
which we are sure will interest our readers : 

‘** The expectations which had been formed of Mr. Gore’s capability 
to conduct the national school at Halifax, have been fully realized : 
upon the resignation of Mr. West, and the establishment of a school 
upon similar principles, under the direction of Roman Catholicks, a 
considerable diminution had taken place in the number of scholars ; 
but, when it was seen that the present master was fully equal to the 
arduous task he had undertaken, the parents readily availed them- 
selves of the advantages the institution offered, and it has become 
equally popular and flourishing, as in the days of tts first establish- 
ment. It may be said, indeed, that it now offers advantages which 
are seldom, if ever, found in similar foundations in England. The 
rich, as well as the poor, eagerly avail themselves of its means of 
education. The instruction embraces a wider scope than is the prac- 
tice in England. The higher branches of arithmetick, and the prac- 
tical branches of mathematicks, grammar, and geography, are taught 
by the present master, without which extension of its advantages, it 
would lose much of its respectability. The expenses of the build- 
ings have exceeded 2000/ ; and the unavoidable outgoings which at- 
tend the conduct of the school amounts to 200/. per year, indepen- 
dently of the salaries which have been paid by the society. Since 
its establishment, eight hundred and eighty-one children have been 
received into the school, of whom five hundred and five have attended 
the church; one hundred and fifty-seven the catholick chapel; one 
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bundred and fourteen the presbyterian meeting-houses ; one hundred 
and seventy-five the methodists ; and thirty the baptists. More than 
one hundred children have, within the last year, received rewards for 
regular attendance at schools and publick worship. 

‘** Thirty-three schoolmasters and seven schoolmistresses have been 
instructed in the system, and are now teaching in various parts of the 
diocese, and the whole system is evidently gaining ground in the pub. 
lick estimation.’ 

This system of education the society are endeavouring to extend 
throughout the diocese. They ‘ have endeavoured,” they observe, 
“to meet the wants of the growing population, by encouraging the 
establishment of schools in every part of the country, where the state 
of the population would admit of the children collecting together in 
sufficient numbers for such a purpose ; a measure which they have 
every reason to believe will be productive of most essential benefit to 
the country, more especially since the introduction of the national 
system of education has increased the means, and given greater facility 
to the general! instruction of the people.” 

Upon the representation of Dr. Inglis, grants of money have been 
promised in aid of the erection of churches, in eight towns. ‘Three mis- 
sionaries were added during the year 1821, and four were added in 
1822, The following interesting anccdote occurs in the report of the 
Rev. Gilbert Wigzins, missionary at Rawdon, It affords another ex- 
ample of the advantage of a liturgy. Upon his return from Quebeck, 
whither he had proceeded to obtain holy orders, he traversed that 
tract of country which lies between the river St. Lawrence and St. 
John’s, New Brunswick. ‘On reaching the river De Verd, about 
nine miles from the St. Lawrence, he found a small setilement of eight 
or nine families, consisting of disbanded soldiers, who bad received 
from the provisional government grants of the lands they occupied, 
and had been encouraged to cultivate-them by an allowance of pro- 
visions to assist them at the commencement of their labours, Upon 
inquiry, he found, with much concern, that there was ouly one per- 

son among them who could read ; this wasafemale. He immediately 
went to see her, and was highly pleased to discover in her not only 
a sound understanding, but apparently a mind piously disposed. She 
informed him that she took as much pains as the little time she could 
afford would allow (for they were extremely poor, and she was oblig- 
ed to work very hard with her husband on the farm,) in educating 
her children, and instilling into their minds principles of religion. 
She professed a firm attachment to the Church of England. Her li- 
brary consisted of a bible and prayer-book. As he could not but 
deplore the wretched state of those families ignorant of religion, and 
with nothing to distinguish the boly Sabbath of the Lord from any 
other day, he requested this poor woman to assemble as many of her 
neighbours as would attend at her tent on Sundays, to read to them 
the “holy scriptures, and to offer up some of the prayers in the liturgy. 
He also gave her a volume of sermons, and asked her to read one ol 
them at the same time. She seemed mutiehh pleased with the proposal, 
which was most acceptable to many others in the settlement. He 
conceives that this simple mode of instruction, where no other way 
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could be provided for their spiritual improvement, might, through the 
blessing of God, be productive of good effect, and the means of lead- 
ing some of those ignorant beings to the knowledge of Divine truth, 
and that the Father of mercies might, even by the instrumentality of - 
this solitary individual, raise up children to himself in the wilderness.” 

New Brunswick. The Rev. Robert Willis, missionary at St. 
Johu’s, is the ecclesiastical commissary of this province. There are 
16 missionaries, 19 schoolmasters, 2 instructers on the national sys- 
tem. ‘The mission in general appears to be prosperous. 

Tue Canapas. The bishep of Quebeck, during the preceding 
year, completed his visiation, and held a confirmation at every place 
in which a missionary was established. He was much gratified at 
the pleasing appearance of many churches begun, and some handsome- 
ly finished. ‘C'wo Lutheran missionaries received Episcopal ordina- 
tion, and many of the Lutheran laity received confirmation. The 
number of missionaries in Upper Canada are 19, in Lower Canada 
20. There is one catechist and one schoolmaster in Upper Canada, 
while in Lower Canada there appears to be only one school, which is 
on the national system. The state of religion in Upper Canada seems 
to be improving. The Rev. G. O. Stewart, missionary at Kingston, 
writes, ‘** that in consequence of the great increase of the inhabitants, 
it is in contemplation to build a new church before the termination of 
the year, the present building not being sufficiently large to accom- 
modate the congregation. Several churches are now building in the 
province, which, with the late increase of missionaries, gives an ani- 
mating aspect to the exertions of the society.” 

Mr. Norton, at Niagara, has finished the translation of St. Matthew, 
and proposes to continue his labours till the Indians are furnished with 
all the gospels in their native language. 

Mr. Weagant, missionary at Williamsburgh, reports, that when he 
was first appointed to that mission in, 1811, there were no members 
of the Church of England. Since that period, the Bishop has held 
three confirmations, at the first, 8 were confirmed ; at the second, 48 ; 
at the third, 53. 

We have already mentioned the Rev. Mr. Burnyeat as the visiting 
missionary of the diocese of Nova Scotia. ‘The Hon. and Rev. Dr. 
Stewart is the visiting missionary of the diocese of Upper and Lower 
Canada. The Rev. Mr. Leigh is also appointed visiting missionary in 
Newfoundland, on account, say the society, of ‘* the many and very 
important benefits that have been derived from the appointment of 
visiting missionaries in Canada and Nova Scotia.” The plan seems 
to be to select some clergyman of respectable standing, as to years, 
experience, Jearning, zeal, and piety, whose duty it is to travel through 
the diocese, performing the various offices of the ministry, examining 
the religious condition of the people that he may give a report con- 
cerning them to the bishop, or, when there is no bishop, to the eccle- 
siastical commissary, It is certainly a wise provision and eminently 
Well adapted to the state of things in this country. We cannot but 
hope that our own society, formed at the last meeting of the general 
convention, will employ missionaries of this kind. In those parts of 
the United States, where the Church has not been organized, a bishop 
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might be sent as a visiting missionary. Such were the apostles, and 
we know not why the same course which was pursued in the infancy 
of Christianity, is not as proper now, when our countrymen in the 
newly settled territories are, in fact, lapsing into a state which, to say 
the least, borders upon absolute heathenism. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Proposats have been issued, by Joseph W. Ingraham, for republishing, 
by subscription, from the London edition, the “‘SunpAy ScHoLARsS’ Ma- 
GAZINE, or Monthly Reward Book;” a periodical work, devoted to the inter- 
ests of Sunday Schools. The first two numbers of this interesting miscellany 
have already appeared ; and from an attentive perusal of them, we most cordially 
wish success to this little messenger of good tidings on this side the Atlantick. 
As it respects both ma/ter and manner, it is, in our opinion, superiour to any work 
of the kind, which has fallen under our notice. We cheerfully recommend it to 
the patronage of parents, superintendents of Sunday schools, and all others whio 
are solicitous to promote the moral and religious improvement of the rising genera- 
tion. Though more particularly designed for the instruction and edification of 
children in Sunday schools, this little work will, we are persuaded, be read with 
equal interest and profit by ** children of larger growth,” and even by persons ct 
mature age. 

> The American publisher, in his prospectus, suggests for the consideration of his 
patrons “that it would be an easy manner of increasing the list of subscribers, 
and also of paying the subscription, were each child in the various Sunday schools 
and families, to lay by, for this purpose, two cents each week. At the end of 
every month, this would amount to eight cents, the price of each monthly num- 
ber.” We sincerely hope the plan here suggested will be extensively adopted. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ovr correspondent, *, states, that in reading the 3d chapter of Titus, verses 4 
—7, ‘* there seems to be something wanting to complete the sentence as it stands 
in our translation, and that he is at a loss to know exactly what should be sup- 
plied.” If the meaning be not obvious to bim we refer him to Macknight’s com- 
mentary and notes on the passage; and on the last member of the 5th verse, “ by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ;”—to the Con- 
vention Sermon of Dr. Jarvis. As we are not wise above what is written, if an 
‘xamination of the above references do not solve the difficulties of our friend, 
we will thank him to point out what is wanting, or where the sense is incomplete, 
and we will then endeavour to answer him. 

We are again obliged (and we do it with much reluctance) to postpone the 
communication of Sknescens, for want of room. It will appear in our next. 
Several other communications are on file for insertion as fast as our limits will 
permit. 





—— 


ERRATUM. 


In our number for December; 1822, page 392, column J, line 6 from bottom, 
for thirteen read eighteen. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

New York, February 6, 1823. 
You will confer a favour on many readers of your useful work, by correcting an 
errour which occurs in the printed circular annexed to the prospectus for a new 
edition of Dr.Ciarke’s commentary. It is there stated that the work is used “ as 
a class book in the Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States.” This is entirely a mistake. No particular commentary is 
used as a class book in that institution. ‘The students are directed to various sour- 
ces of information, and but few of them habitually consult the work of Clarke. 
It is not hereby intended to express any opinion respecting the merits of the 

commentary in question. VERAX. 





